
)HAVE�ALWAYS�ENJOYED�DISPLAYING�OUR�CLUBgS�SPECIALTY� LICENSE�PLATES�ON�MYCARS�� � )F�YOU�HAVENgT�SEEN� THEM�BEFORE�� THEY�SHOW� THE�"-7�##!� LOGO� IN
ADDITION�TO�A�SPECIAL�TAG�NUMBER�WHICH�INCLUDES�THE�LETTERS��"-7��FOLLOWED
BY�A�SERIES�OF�NUMBERS���7HENEVER
)�SEE�A�"-7�WITH�OUR�CLUB�SPECIAL
TY�TAG�OUT�ON�THE�ROAD�IT�PUTS�A�SMILE
ON�MY�FACE�AND�IS�USUALLY�FOLLOWED
BY�EITHER�A�WAVE�OR�SOME�ACKNOWL
EDGEMENT� FROM� ME� TO� THE� OTHER
DRIVER�OR�VICE�VERSA���

5NFORTUNATELY�� OUR� CLUBgS�
SPECIALTY� TAGS� ARE� ONLY� AVAILABLE�
TO� -ARYLAND� RESIDENTS�� � 4HIS� IS
BECAUSE� 6IRGINIA� HAS� VERY� STRICT
REQUIREMENTS� FOR� CREATING� SPECIALTY
LICENSE� PLATES� THAT� INCLUDE� THE
REQUEST�BEING�INTRODUCED�BY�A�STATE
LEGISLATOR�� THEN� PASSED� AS� A� BILL� IN
THE� 'ENERAL� !SSEMBLY�� AND� ULTI
MATELY� SIGNED� INTO� LAW� BY� THE
'OVERNOR�� � 6IRGINIAgS� BUREAUCRATIC
PROCESS� APPEARS� UNNECESSARILY� COMPLEX� AND� IF� YOU� REALLY�WANT� CLUB� TAGS� IT
MIGHT�JUST�BE�EASIER�FOR�YOU�TO�MOVE�TO�-ARYLAND��)�KID�OF�COURSE��)�AM�NOT

$ECEMBER�$)9�AT�
#RAFTSMAN�!UTO�#ARE

REALLY� TRYING� TO� PLAY� FAVORITES� AMONG� NEIGHBORING� STATES� IN� THE�$-6� AREA	�� �
/N�THE�FLIP�SIDE��IF�YOU�HAVE�POLITICAL�CONNECTIONS�IN�6IRGINIA��IS�2ALPH�.ORTHAM
A�CLUB�MEMBER�	� )�WOULD�ENCOURAGE�YOU� TO� TRY� TO�NAVIGATE� THIS�PROCESS�ON

BEHALF�OF�OUR�CLUB����
!T� OUR� $ECEMBER� $)9� AT

#RAFTSMAN�!UTO�#ARE�IN�!LEXANDRIA�
)� NOTICED� THAT� ONE� OF� OUR� CLUB�
MEMBERS� WHO� )� WONgT� EMBARRASS
SPECIFICALLY�BY�NAME��0AUL�3ETO�
HAD� AN� -�� WEARING� AN� UPDATED�
VERSION� OF� OUR� CLUB� SPECIALTY� TAG�
4HE� CHANGE� IS� VERY� SLIGHT�� BUT� IT
MAKES�THE�TAG�EVEN�MORE�ATTRACTIVE�
4HE�"-7�##!�LOGO�IS�NOW�STRIPED
WITH�THE�TRADITIONAL��-��MOTORSPORTS
TRICOLOR� SCHEME�� � )T� LOOKS� VERY
SPORTY� AND� IF� YOU� DONgT� HAVE� ONE
ALREADY�� )� WOULD� ENCOURAGE� YOU� TO
CONSIDER� GETTING� A� "-7� ##!�
SPECIALTY� TAG� FOR� YOUR� VEHICLE�
!PPLICATIONS� FOR� THE� UPDATED� CLUB

LICENSE�PLATE�ARE�AVAILABLE�ON�OUR�WEBSITE���HTTPS���WWW�NCCBMWCCA�ORG�NCC
BMWMDTAGSPROCESS��

�4OP	�)T�IS�ALWAYS�GOOD�TO�HAVE�AN�EXTRA�PAIR�OF�HELPING�HANDS��HERE�HELPER
7AYNE� :HANG� IS� ASSISTING� $)9� PARTICIPANT� *UGADESH� 9ELLAPU�� �
�!BOVE	��$)9�#HAIR�#HRIS�7OOTTEN�WITH�6ICE�0RESIDENT�*AMES�,AWS�

"Y�-ARC�#ADEN

-ARCH�) !PRIL ��
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#RAFTSMAN� !UTO� #ARE� AND� ITS
OWNER� -ATT� #URRY� ARE� LONGTIME�
SPONSORS� OF� CHAPTER� ACTIVITIES�
INCLUDING� BOTH� THE� $)9� AND� (0$%
PROGRAMS�� �-ATT� IS� A� DEDICATED� CAR
ENTHUSIAST�� RACER�� (0$%� INSTRUCTOR�
AND�HE�EVEN�SPONSORS�HIS�OWN�#ARS

�� #OFFEE� EVENTS� WITH� PRIZES�� � (IS�
FORMULA�FOR�SUCCESS�INCLUDES�HAVING
HIGHLY� SKILLED� AND� TRUSTED� TECHNI
CIANS�WHO�CAN�HANDLE�ANYTHING�FROM
ROUTINE�MAINTENANCE� TO� TRACK�DAY�OR
AUTOCROSS�PREP���

!LTHOUGH� OUR� $ECEMBER� $)9

EVENT� WAS� AT� THE� !LEXANDRIA� SHOP�
#RAFTSMAN�!UTO�#ARE�HAS�THREE�OTHER
6IRGINIA� LOCATIONS� IN� #HANTILLY�
-ERRIFIELD��AND�&AIRFAX���%VERY�VEHICLE
SERVICED� AT�#RAFTSMAN�GETS� A�DIGITAL
INSPECTION�� RESULTING� IN� THE� OWNER
RECEIVING� PICTURES� OF� THEIR� CAR� SENT

ELECTRONICALLY�EITHER�BY�TEXT�MESSAGE
OR�EMAIL���4HEY�ALSO�PROVIDE�A�THREE
YEAR�������� MILE� NATIONWIDE�
WARRANTY�ON�ALL�PARTS�AND�LABOR���4HE
!LEXANDRIA� FACILITY� HAS� SIX� LIFTS�� AN
ALIGNMENT�BAY��AND�EIGHT�TECHNICIANS�
#RAFTSMAN�OFFERS�FREE�SHUTTLE�SERVICE

�!BOVE	��#HRIS�7OOTTEN�GREETS�A�GROUP�OF�EAGER�$)9�PARTICIPANTS��

�"ELOW	��#RAFTSMAN�!UTO�#ARE�HAS�FOUR�FACILITIES�IN�!LEXANDRIA��-ERRIFIELD��#HANTILLY��AND�&AIRFAX�

�"ELOW�FROM�,EFT	��
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�!BOVE�FROM�,EFT	��*AMES�,AWS�POSITIONS�A�TRANSMISSION�JACK�UNDER�HIS�CAR�TO�REPLACE�THE�TRANSMISSION�MOUNTS��+EVEN�+UO�GETS�READY�TO�BLEED�THE�BRAKES
ON�HIS����I�

�"ELOW�FROM�,EFT	�/UR�CLUB�HAS�A�BRAKE�BLEEDER�THAT�CAN�BE�LOANED�TO�$)9�PARTICIPANTS��0RESIDENT�0AUL�3ETO�SWAPS�A�SET�OF�WINTER�WHEELS�TIRES�ONTO�HIS�-����

TO�BOTH�THE�&RANCONIA�AND�3PRINGFIELD
METRO� STOPS� AND� CAN� DROP� YOU� OFF
EITHER� AT� YOUR� HOME� OR� WORK� IF� YOU
LIVE�NEARBY���!LL�"-7�##!�MEMBERS
RECEIVE� A� FIVE� PERCENT� DISCOUNT� ON
PARTS�AND� LABOR�� �(OURS�OF�OPERATION
ARE���!-����0-�ON�-ONDAY�THROUGH
&RIDAY�AND���!-����0-�ON�3ATURDAY��

3HOP� -ANAGER� $REW� 2ODGERS
AND�$)9�#OORDINATOR�#HRIS�7OOTTEN
GAVE� EVERYONE� SOME� BRIEF� SAFETY
INSTRUCTIONS� BEFORE� PEOPLE� GOT� BUSY

ON� THEIR� PROJECTS�� � *AMES� !USTIN
REPLACED�THE�ENGINE�OIL�AND�DIFFEREN
TIAL�FLUID�ON�HIS���������XI�4OURING�
*AGADESH�9ELLAPU�DID� AN�OIL� CHANGE
AND� REPLACED� THE�ENGINE�AIR� FILTER�ON
HIS� ����� ���I�� � #HAPTER� 0RESIDENT
0AUL� 3ETO� SWAPPED� SOME� WINTER
WHEELS�SNOW� TIRES� ONTO� HIS� -��� �
2AY� *ENKINS� REPLACED� THE� WHEEL�
SENSORS�ON�HIS������"-7����I��$)9
REGULAR� #HRIS� 0ARENTE� DID� AN� OIL
CHANGE�AND�UNDERBODY�INSPECTION�ON

HIS������8��� �4OM�-ERCER� REPLACED
FUEL�LINES�ON�HIS�BELOVED���������I�
WHICH� WAS� ALSO� THE� OLDEST� CAR� IN
ATTENDANCE���

4HE�$)9�#OMMITTEE�PROVIDED�A
TRADITIONAL� COFFEE� AND� DOUGHNUT
BREAKFAST�FOLLOWED�BY�A�PIZZA�LUNCH�IN
THE� AFTERNOON�� � 3PECIAL� THANKS� GOES
OUT� TO�7AYNE�:HANG�WHO�SIGNED�UP
AS�A�HELPER�AND�PROVIDED�AN�EXTRA�SET
OF�HELPFUL�HANDS�TO�SEVERAL�ATTENDEES�
!ND��MANY�THANKS�TO�-ATT�#URRY�AND

#RAFTSMAN�!UTO�#ARE� FOR� CONTINUING
TO� SUPPORT� OUR� CLUB� AND� THE� $)9�
PROGRAM���7E�HOPE�TO�SEE�YOU�AT�AN
UPCOMING�EVENT���


